
Ukulele Lesson 
Nine



Play each string, 
one at a time. 
Listen to the 
sound. Are your 
strings in tune?
Check with your 
teacher or a tuner 
if you think the 
tuning is wrong. 
Don’t turn the 
tuners just yet!

1 2

3 4



STOP
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Playing Melodies, Reading Tablature 
 
Notes on the ukulele are written in two ways; as standard notes and as tablature.  
 

 
 
Tablature is like a diagram of the fret board. The four lines represent the four strings as viewed 
when you are holding your ukulele and looking down. The numbers represent the frets. 
 

 
 
Why Learn Tablature? 
 
Reading standard notes is a valuable skill and is worth learning. Tablature is also important for 
players of fretted instruments and is a much easier place to start.  
 
On the ukulele there can be two, three or even four different places that a note can be played. 
This is not like a piano, where each note is only found in one place. Standard notes do not show 
the player the best place to play a note. 
 
Tablature is a common form of notation for fretted instruments and has been used for hundreds 
of years. Many players use tablature to read and write music for ukulele, guitar and other fretted 
instruments. 
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This A note is played on the open A string. Play the note three times as shown below.  
Only play the one string. 
 

 
 
 

This B note is played by holding the first string at the second fret. Only play the one string. Play the 
B note three times. You can use your thumb or a fingertip to play the note. 
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This A note is played on the open A string. Play the note three times as shown below.  
Only play the one string. 
 

 
 
 

This B note is played by holding the first string at the second fret. Only play the one string. Play the 
B note three times. You can use your thumb or a fingertip to play the note. 
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This C note is played by holding the first string at the second fret. Only play the one string. Play the 
C note three times. 
 

 
 
 
Now try playing these notes - E, F and G - on the second string. Play them as they are written in 
the tablature. 
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This C note is played by holding the first string at the second fret. Only play the one string. Play the 
C note three times. 
 

 
 
 
Now try playing these notes - E, F and G - on the second string. Play them as they are written in 
the tablature. 
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STOP
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Now try playing these notes - C and D - on the third string. Play them as they are written in the 
tablature. 
 

 
 
 
This pattern of notes is a C major scale. It uses three different strings on the ukulele. 
 

 
 
Turn the page for more help with playing the C major scale. 
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Now try playing these notes - C and D - on the third string. Play them as they are written in the 
tablature. 
 

 
 
 
This pattern of notes is a C major scale. It uses three different strings on the ukulele. 
 

 
 
Turn the page for more help with playing the C major scale. 
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Use the pictures following to help you play the notes of the C Major scale. As you play, try using 
your thumb, then using different fingertips. As you become more comfortable, you will find ways 
to alternate your fingers and thumb so you can play smoothly. 
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Use the pictures following to help you play the notes of the C Major scale. As you play, try using 
your thumb, then using different fingertips. As you become more comfortable, you will find ways 
to alternate your fingers and thumb so you can play smoothly. 
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Use the pictures following to help you play the notes of the C Major scale. As you play, try using 
your thumb, then using different fingertips. As you become more comfortable, you will find ways 
to alternate your fingers and thumb so you can play smoothly. 
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Use the pictures following to help you play the notes of the C Major scale. As you play, try using 
your thumb, then using different fingertips. As you become more comfortable, you will find ways 
to alternate your fingers and thumb so you can play smoothly. 
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Try playing “Mary Had A Little Lamb” using just one string.  
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